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(1) Compared with longer distance races, 100-meter races are still considered the domain of
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able-bodied runners, as amputee runners have a hard time picking up speed at the start.

(2) Since switching to Xiborg blades in March, he has steadfastly trimmed his 100-meter

records, finishing at 11.77 at Rio, renewing his own Japan record.

(3) He adds that he is not bothered by all the attention his blade gets, noting that, if disabled
athletes beat their non-disabled counterparts, it would fundamentally change the public’s

perception of not only para sport, but also disability as a whole.

(4) Kunio Nakamori, secretary general of Japanese Paralympic Committee, said Japan lags
behind many other countries in the promotion of para sport, as it has long been considered

as a welfare policy issue, resulting in a lack of long-term planning.

(5) That changed in 2001, when the IPC and the I0C agreed to enforce the “one bid, one
city” rule from the 2008 Games onward, meaning that the same city must host both the
Olympic and Paralympic Games, and that the Paralympics will always take place shortly

after the Olympics using the same venues and facilities.
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Toyota Plans to Offer a Robotic Leg to Help the Disabled
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(Toyota's Welwalk WW-1000 device is expected to be made available to medical centers

in Japan this year.)

Japanese carmaker Toyota has designed a robotic leg to help disabled people walk. The
company demonstrated the new device to reporters at its headquarters in Tokyo this week.
The robotic leg is called the Welwalk WW-1000 system. It has a mechanical frame that fits
onto a person’s leg below the knee. Patients can practice walking on a special treadmill.

Eiichi Saito is a doctor and an executive vice president at Fujita Medical College. His
college helped Toyota develop the robotic leg. Dr. Saito said it is designed to be worn on
one leg for patients who are paralyzed on one side of their body because of a stroke or
other disease. The device is attached with a strap to the thigh, knee, ankle and foot of the
person using it. A motor helps to bend and straighten the knee. Sensors provide information
about what is happening and medical staff can control the system through a touch panel

screen. “This helps just a little bit. Helping a patient too much can slow recovery, ” said the
researcher.

Japanese carmakers are also making robots

Japanese carmakers have been developing robots for manufacturing and other uses for
many years. Honda Motor Co., for example, has developed the Asimo humanoid robot that
can run, dance and speak. Toyota's WelWalk system uses robotic technology to assist
people in moving and walking.

It took Toyota about 10 years to develop the robot walker. Their biggest challenge has
been how to ensure that their products are safe. Robots that assist in health care are seen

as an important and growing market. (continued)
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