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KRS sends first delegation in 13 years to Sendai University
Posted on August 26, 2016

Five undergraduate students from the Department of Kinesiology and Rehabilitation Science
(KRS) and assistant professor Yukiya Oba visited Sendai University in Funaoka City, Miyagi,
Japan to conduct an 8-day field study around the greater Sendai area from June 5 to 12, 2016,
as part of the KRS 208 Recreation Services in Contemporary Society course. This visit marks
the first time for KRS to visit Sendai University in 13 years since the two institutions started

cultivating their collaboration and partnership particularly in the field of athletic training

KRS faculty and students at the welcome reception hosted by the CEO and President of Sendai University

The field study program started with a warm welcome by the Sendai University CEO Taiji
Hozawa and President Yoshikichi Abe, as well as related faculty and staff, including program
coordinator Kyoko Shirahata and a number of Sendai University students. The primary
purpose of this field trip program was to deepen understanding of Japanese culture for our
students through observation and participation in a variety of sports-related activities in
various educational and athletic levels. The program features included physical education
facility site visits, athletic training and game observations, nutrition/cooking class
participation at Sendai University. including a Japanese language orientation session for our
students.

Highlights also include a visit to Onagawa City. an area heavily devastated by a tsunami after
the Tohoku earthquake in 2011. During this visit, our students parti
result of the disaster. The

cipated in an exercise

session for elderly citizens who live in temporary residences as
group also visited Shibata High School and Higashi Funaol ntary School where our

students were invited as guest speakers in their English clas

KRS Chair, Nathan Murata also visited during the program. He presented a plaque to CEO
Hozawa and President Abe to commemorate the growing partnership and as a token of
appreciation of their hospitality to the KRS delegation. The College and Sendai University
recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding on September 3, 2014, to further our
partnership through exchange opportunities in education, research and scholarly material

KRS and Sendai University students excited to spend a week together

Instructor Yukiya Oba noted: “On behalf of KRS. | sincerely appreciate everything Sendai
University provided and facilitated in this field trip. My students truly enjoyed all aspects of
the program experience filled with their utmost hospitality. It was also great to see our
students cultivate friendships with the Sendai University students throughout the program.
We hope this two-way multicultural exchange program continues to grow in our long
partnership.”

Sendai University will be sending their bi-annual short-term study group of faculty and
students to KRS this fall semester in early September 2016. The program will feature athletic
training related activities and observations at UH Athletics and McKinley High School

This fleld trip was a requirement of KRS 208 Recreational Services In Contemporary
Soclety, a 3-credit course offered In Summer Sesslon I. For more information on
this course, please contact Dr. Yuklya Oba at yukiya@hawaii.edu.
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Back) to our who studied sport in Sendai, Japan!

Our Sport Management program sent off ten students to study abroad at Sendai University, the only physical education and sports &
health science university located in northern Japan! These students were not only exposed to the sport culture, but took Japanese
language classes, tried our hands at calligraphy, and saw the beautiful countryside of Sendai, and the city of Tokyo.

California State University,

With the help of program director, Marty Kuehnert, the students witnessed a Vegalta Sendai soccer match at the Yurtec Stadium, a
Rakuten Eagles baseball game at the Rakuten Kobo Stadium Miyagi, and the * Old Timers' Suntory Dream Match at the Tokyo
Dome. While learning about Japanese high school baseball, professional baseball, and sumo, the students also enjoyed a sports bar
dinner at the Legends Sports Bar with former American baseball player, Randy Bass. Randy is most famous in Japan for his time
with the Hanshin Tigers of Central League.

Given the opportunity to meet and learn from the Japanese students, everyone came back with new friends and a different

understanding of the business of sport!

"Sendai was amazing and a culturally enriching trip. It has helped me see the world in a new light. Japan introduced me to a
completely different culture of sports and competition. Definitely an experience of a lifetime!” -Ashley Hampton LT 30

Going on the Sendai, Japan trip was the best traveling experince I've ever had. Not only is there a beautiful county, but the city was
also so welcoming. We learned so many lessons in class, but also from our new friends from Sendai University who were with us the
whole time. We got to experience the real Japanese culture and see first hand another side of sports!” - Jackie Rayas LT 29
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